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TIME  FOR  NOMINATIONS 

Once  again  the  calendar  has  zipped  through  another  year  and  nomination  time  has  ar- 
rived. Five  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  Members  will  be  called  upon  to  guide  this  organiza- 
tion through  the  later  part  of  1971  and  the  major  portion  of  1972.  The  progress  of  this 
Guild  rests  entirely  on  your  choices.  Because  by-laws  forbid  any  member  from  holding  of- 
fice longer  than  two  years  we  have  some  ineligible  names  on  our  roster.  To  these  we  ex- 
press our  sincere  thanks  for  their  assistance  and  their  cooperation.  The  membership  roster 
is  included  in  this  issue.  Please  select  five  names  . . or  just  one  if  you  prefer,  but 
please  VOTE. 


I HAVE  A PROBLEM 

Our  Executive  Director  wrote  a very  fine 
message  to  the  membership  . . . unfortunate- 
ly, it  has  evaporated  and  Maurice  is  in  Is- 
rael so 

The  news  in  brief: 

We  have  not  been  able  to  get  all  the 
membership  applications  squared  away.  Al- 
most done,  so  patience  please.  We  promise 
to  have  applicants  in  (or  out)  by  the  next 
newsletter. 

Ray  Byrne  is  doing  a wonderful  job  gett- 
ing the  Washington  area  ready  for  the  ar- 
rival of  Guild  members.  This  year's  bash 
will  be  better  than  ever  but  because  of  all 
the  ticket  problems  last  year,  please  order 
your  tickets  BEFORE  the  meeting  so  we  will 
know  how  many  reservations  will  be  neces- 
sary. The  caterer  allocates  a few  extra 
drops  of  mustard  and  catsup  but  the  bar- 
tender may  have  to  water  the  bottles  if  too 
many  unexpected  guests  arrive.  Tickets  are 
only  $2.50  each  and  this  pays  for  a portion 
of  the  costs.  (Members  and  invited  guests 
only.)  All  courtesy  invitees  must  be  clear- 
ed with  the  Executive  Director.  (This  will 
eliminate  the  gate  crashing  we  had  last 
year . ) 

I hope  this  covers  most  of  Maurie's 


missing  note.  He  did  ask  volunteers  for 
this  editorship  to  step  forward.  We  need 
a few  committee  aides  for  the  Washington 
meeting.  Any  hands  raised? 

* * * * 

MANY  THANKS! 

Chet  Krause,  Dick  Yeoman  and  Maurice 
Gould  are  three  of  our  five  directors. 

Their  advice,  guiding  hands  and  foresight 
have  been  the  rudder  keeping  us  on  the 
right  track  and  responsible  for  the  tre- 
mendous desire  of  non-members  to  "join 
up".  Each  will  complete  their  two  year 
terms  this  August  and  of  course  are  no 
longer  eligible  to  serve  again.  (I  know 
I said  this  before  but  they  rate  accolades 
more  than  once.)  Our  other  two  directors, 
Ray  Byrne  and  Cliff  Mishler  are  now  the 
veteran  officers  of  the  Numismatic  Liter- 
ary Guild.  THEY  ARE  ELIGIBLE  for  reelec- 
tion. This  is  NOT  an  election  prod,  merely 
a reminder.  Oh  yes,  you  may  vote  for  your- 
self and  you  may  campaign.  (Time  is  close 
so  direct  mail  is  the  answer  to  that  idea.) 


* * * * 


2 


A COUPLE  OF  EPISODES 

By  Fay  C.  Smith 

This  really  happened  - so  help  me! 

A few  weeks  ago,  while  visiting  my  son 
in  Michigan,  I picked  up  a local  paper  and 
read  about  the  death  of  an  elderly  minis- 
ter. 

The  report  stated  that  this  gentleman 
had  served  a church  in  that  city  for  five 
years  from  1055  to  1960.  (Those  dirty 
gremlins  at  work  again!) 

And  then,  just  a week  later,  in  one  of 
the  columns  which  I laboriously  grind  out 
a similiar  error  occurred.  I had  written 
about  the  1913  nickel  which  had  been  owned 
by  J.  V.  McDermott. 

Here  is  the  way  I typed  out  a part  of 
the  yam:  "The  glamor  of  this  McDermott 

nickel  - the  name  by  which  it  came  to  be 
known  - was  greatly  enhanced  as  Mr.  McDer- 
mott graciously  loaned  the  coin  to  differ- 
ent clubs  for  exhibit  during  the  1950's 
and  1960's." 

Here  is  the  way  it  appeared  in  print: 
"...  for  exhibit  during  the  1050's  and 
1960 ' s . " 


And  now  for  something  more  serious.  In 
another  column  I wrote: 

"Any  member  of  the  South  Lake  County 
Coin  Club  of  Crown  Point,  Indiana  who  will 
exhibit  a formal  display  of  numismatic  ma- 
terial on  three  different  occasions  during 
a 12  month  period  will  have  his  dues  paid 
by  the  club  for  one  year. 

"This  includes  displays  at  different 
meetings,  at  an  Open  House  or  at  the  club's 
annual  show.  The  exhibit  must  consist  of 
one  or  more  cases  and  must  be  of  a nature 
that  would  qualify  it  for  a "show  type" 
display . 

"This  action  was  taken  to  encourage 
active  participation  in  the  club  as  well 
as  a means  of  learning  how  to  set  up  bet- 
ter exhibits." 

* * * * 

SO  YOU  THINK  YOU  KNOW  PUNCTUATION 

The  book  PUNCTUATE  IT  RIGHT  by  Harry 
Shaw  features  a section  of  interesting  clar- 
ity marks.  How  many  are  familiar  to  you? 
What  is  a caret?  What  are  the  following? 


Virgule,  Unlaut,  Dieresis,  Cedilla,  Tilde. 
Circumflex  Accent,  Acute  Accent,  and  the 
Yeliab? 

Acute  Accent  illustrated  as  - 

bias/ 

Cedilla  A cedilla  is  a hooklike  mark 

placed  under  the  letter  C in  some  words  to 
show  it  sounds  like  a soft  S rather  than  a 
C . . . illustrated  thus  — Garcon 

Circumflex  Accent  used  over  a vowel, 

notably  in  French  to  indicate  a particular 
tone  or  accent.  No  adequate  substitute  in 
English  . . . illustration  is  — papier- 
mache 

Dieresis  also  spelled  diaresis  and 

consists  of  two  dots  used  to  indicate  the 
separation  of  two  consecutive  vowels  into 
two  syllables.  . . illustration  is  — 

Zoology 

Grave  Accent  indicates  the  quality  of 
an  open  e , as  in  the  word  chere 

Tilde  is  a diacritical  mark  placed  over 
a letter  such  as  the  n in  Spanish  to  indi- 
cate a nasal  sound  in  English  represented 
as  ny  . . . manana 

Umlaut  consists  of  two  dots  used  to  in- 
dicate a vowel  affected  by  partial  assimi- 
lation to  a succeeding  sound.  It  is  chart.  - 
teristic  of  the  German  language.  The  name 
Goring  is  spelled  Goering  in  this  country 
because  of  the  rarity  of  umlaut  usage. 

Virgule  is  another  name  for  the  bar 
which  is  a short  oblique  stroke.  . and/or. 

Yeliab  that  is  for  the  man  who 

thought  he  knew  everything  and  is  Clem 
Bailey's  last  name  spelled  backwards.  Must 
be  an  "explanation"  mark! 

OUR  ADVERTISERS 

Once  again  N.L.G.  has  received  full 
cooperation  from  the  great  numismatic  firms 
in  our  hobby.  We  owe  more  than  a vote  of 
thanks  to  them.  Because  this  newsletter  has 
a circulation  of  less  than  100  they  are  not 
expecting  direct  returns. 

Just  a small  suggestion  to  our  members 
who  write  coin  columns.  When  a press  release 
arrives  from  one  of  them  why  not  give  it  con- 
sideration if  it  has  numismatic  merit?  Of 
course  the  backing  of  our  coin  newspapers 
and  magazines  is  the  well  known  frosting  on 
our  numismatic  cake.  This  year  we  will  toe 
them  with  a hail  and  hearty  thank  you  and  it 
is  hoped  they  will  be  in  attendance  at  the 
Washington ,D.C.  convention  meeting. 

To  our  supporters  who  make  this  event 
practical  and  possible  a very  sincere  thank 
you  in  behalf  of  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild 
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HOW  TO  WRITE  A NUMISMATIC  COLUMN  WITH  A 
TONGUE  IN  THE  CHEEK 

by  George  Rony 

A few  months  ago,  I was  the  recipient 
of  the  NLG  award  for  the  best  column 
(RONY’S  COIN  FLAKES  in  the  COINage  Maga- 
zine) , for  which  I belatedly  thank  all  the 
members  of  the  NLG  who  voted  for  me. 

I thought  the  members  of  the  NLG  would 
be  interested  in  the  circumstances  leading 
to  the  birth  of  this  column  which,  inci- 
dentally, was  the  first  and  is  the  oldest 
of  COINage  Magazine. 

Early  in  1966,  Jim  Miller,  the  energetic 
and  personable  publisher  of  COINage,  plan- 
ning to  expand  the  Magazine  into  a monthly 
publication,  approached  me  with  the  sug- 
gestion to  write  a regular  column  for  the 
magazine.  Until  then,  numismatists  were 
considered  as  something  uniquely  serious 
and  erudite  experts,  pontificates  in  their 
writings  about  the  virtues  or  disasters  of 
the  world  of  coins  in  the  terms  of  a pro- 
fessor of  a college  who  would  write  about 
the  love  life  of  rain  worms  or  the  sexual 
drive  of  mosquitoes. 

I had  the  notorious  reputation  of  writ- 
ing about  the  "lighter  sides"  of  things  and 
and  my  last  irrepressible  column  "Holly- 
wood's leap-frogging"  ("Hollywodskaya  Tche- 
charda")  in  Russian  language  and  for  a Russ- 
ian San  Francisco  newspaper  (I  try  to  write 
in  foreign  languages  which  I have  the  for- 
tune to  know  - to  be  able  not  to  forget 
them)  almost  cost  me  my  good  standing  with 
the  Greek-Orthodox  church  when  I described 
a luncheon  at  Romanoffs,  introducing  the 
parties  at  the  neighboring  tables.  By  the 
time  I was  through  with  my  "Introduction" 
it  was  evident  that  everybody,  but  every- 
body, was  legally  or  illegally  related  to 
each  other  and  to  everybody  else.  This 
"leap-frogging"  was  about  the  last,  because 
after  that,  the  publisher  of  the  newspaper 
was  inclined  to  censor  my  column,  which  led 
to  my  indignant  resignation. 

I pondered  Jim’s  offer  and  came  up  with 
a counter  suggestion,  to  write  the  first 
numismatic  column  (ever)  with  a tongue  in 
the  cheek  - about  the  funny  things  which 
would  occur  or  could  happen  in  the  numis- 
matic world,  and  also  about  the  adventures 
and  excitement  surrounding  the  world  of 
coins.  I did  not  know  then  how  difficult 


it  would  be  to  write  such  a column  as  it 
seems  that  everybody  is  taking  himself  so 
serious  . . . and  the  whole  business  is  so 
void  of  funny  aspects. 

Jim  endorsed  my  suggestion  and  I was 
off  to  a good  start.  Now  all  I needed  was 
a good  title  for  my  column.  This  happened 
in  my  kitchen  and  by  accident.  I saw  a box 
of  Kellog’s  Rice  Crispies  and  of  Corn-Flakes. 
Somehow,  in  my  mind,  my  youthful  face  re- 
placed the  head  of  the  rooster  on  the  box 
(maybe  Freud  had  something  to  do  with  it) 
and  the  Corn-Flakes  faded  and  became  "COIN 
FLAKES"  and  the  column  "Rony's  Coin  Flakes" 
was  born  . . . 

All  that  was  left,  was  to  write  it.  The 
first  column  appeared  in  the  February  issue 
of  1966  of  COINage.  Since  then,  about  50 
more  columns  have  appeared.  I am  still  at 
it.  And  it  is  still  tough  to  find  some 
truly  funny  incidents  in  our  numismatic  life 
something  that  might  titilate  the  funny  bone 
of  my  readers. 

Here  are  a few  examples  published  in  my 
column  which  will  tell  you  what  I mean: 

"Coin  collecting  from  now  on  could  be- 
come . . . fattening.  The  Barton  Candy  Co. 
has  placed  on  the  market  chocolate  candy 
wrapped  in  gold  foil  on  which  are  embossed 
reproductions  of  some  famous  coins  . . . 

"As  you  probably  have  read,  if  all  the 
money  in  circulation  in  the  United  States 
were  divided  equally  each  of  us  would  have 
$184.  This  would  include  coin  collectors, 
speculators,  hoarders,  adults,  infants, 
beggars  and  millionaires,  you  and  me.  Un- 
fortunately, as  you  also  may  have  read,  if 
all  the  money  owed  by  us  on  installment  debts 
were  also  divided  equally,  each  of  us  would 
owe  $316.  This  means  we  are  overdrawn  by 
$132  and  that  makes  it  pretty  rough  when  you 
would  like  to  go  shopping  for  a 1909  S-VDB 
Lincoln  penny.  It  is  priced  now  at  $350, 
not  including  $14  tax. 

"A  date  to  remember:  Some  called  it  a 

date  in  infamy  - the  first  cupro-nickel 
(clad)  quarters  were  struck  at  the  Phila- 
delphia Mint  on  August  23,  1965. 

"One  of  my  customers  has  a word  of  wisdom 
for  posterity.  He  says  that  it  is  illogical 
for  the  Treasury  Department  to  stop  printing 
$2  bills,  as  they  are  so  handy  in  buying  a 
dollar’s  worth  of  merchandise. 

"In  Cantonbury,  England,  a young  lad 
answering  to  the  name  of  Michael  Cain, 
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walked  into  the  branch  office  of  the  Na- 
tional Provincial  Bank  carrying  his  girl 
friend,  the  18  year  old  Christina  Davidson 
in  his  arms.  He  carefully  placed  her  on 
the  counter  and  told  the  cashier  to  "cash 
her  in,  please".  Written  on  her  upper 
bosom  in  heavy  indelible  pencil  was: 
"National  Provincial  Bank.  Pay  cash  five 
pounds."  The  low  cut  dress  of  Miss  David- 
son left  just  enough  room  for  a two-penny 
stamp  indispensible  to  make  the  'check' 
legal  tender.  With  Miss  Davidson  lying 
prettily  on  her  back  on  the  counter,  the 
cashier  Miss  Pamela  Denn  stamped  "paid" 
on  her  and  handed  Mr.  Cain  the  five 
pounds.  Miss  Denn  explained  to  the  by- 
standers that  a check  could  be  written  on 
anything  and  in  this  case  - 'the  girl  was 
the  check.'  After  the  whole  proceeding 
was  over  and  Miss  Davidson  was  allowed  to 
climb  down  from  the  counter,  Mr.  Cain  ex- 
plained that  the  money  would  go  for  a party 
at  Rutherford  College  where  he  and  Miss 
Davidson  were  students  and  where  the  brill- 
iant idea  originated.  Now,  I do  not  know 
if  Miss  Dunn  stamped  'paid'  on  Christina's 
behind,  but  I would,  and  with  gusto.  . . 

"Several  afficionados  of  numismatics  are 
among  the  well  known  actors  and  musicians 
of  filmdom  and  one  of  the  amusing  incidents 
created  in  the  past  came  from  the  combina- 
tion of  coins  and  stardom,  in  this  case, 
the  one  and  only  Mae  West.  When  Mae  West 
was  preparing  to  film  'Now  I am  a Lady'  , 
she  wired  to  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Henry  Morgenthau,  Jr.  asking  him 
to  help  her  find  some  young  descendent  of 
the  American  Indian  who  posed  for  the  ori- 
ginal on  our  Buffalo  nickel.  She  wanted  to 
have  the  handsomest  descendent  of  this  brave 
to  appear  with  her  in  the  film  in  which  she 
played  a cow-girl.  This  is  where  the  story 
ends,  as  I do  not  know  whether  Mae  was  able 
to  get  her  brave  and  the  Indian  was  brave 
enough  to  face  the  cameras  and  Mae  West  or 
if  she  found  him.  Anyway,  the  publicity 
was  good  not  only  for  Mae  West  but  also  for 
the  Buffalo  nickel  as  people  began  for  the 
first  time  to  look  at  the  Indian  instead  of 
the  buffalo  and  even  called  the  coin  since 
then  - the  Indian  head  nickel. 

"And  speaking  of  people  and  general 
things:  on  a recent  auction  of  coins,  the 

auctioneer  provided  a rare  example  of  an 
individual  possessed  with  the  talents  of 


astute  observation,  psychology  and  fast 
thinking.  Obviously  being  a modern  Knight# 
fighting  for  the  rights  of  the  downtrodden 
and  often  abused  male  (and  husband)  he  sold 
the  coin  to  the  gentleman  in  the  third  row 
with  his  wife's  hand  over  his  mouth. 

"We  all  watched  at  one  time  or  another 
Allen  Funt's  television  show  'Candid 
Camera' . Time  and  again,  I wondered  how 
much  it  would  cost  to  pacify  some  irate 
victim  of  their  practical  jokes,  who  would 
find  their  antics  are  not  funny  at  all  and 
would  refuse  to  "smile"  for  the  camera? 

Well,  now  we  know.  The  other  day,  Allen 
Funt  walked  into  a coin  dealer  shop  and 
asked  for  the  price  of  a coin.  Before  the 
dealer  had  time  to  answer,  he  offered  him 
$5,  then  $15,  then  $50  and  continued  to  bid 
higher  and  higher  until  he  offered  a price 
of  $500  for  the  coin.  By  then  the  befuddled 
dealer  refused  to  sell  the  coin  at  any  price 
When  he  was  told  that  it  was  all  a joke  and 
that  he  was  on  the  'Candid  Camera' , he  got 
angry  and  sued  Allen  Funt  in  the  Arbitration 
Court.  The  Judge,  in  the  best  tradition  of 
King  Salomon,  proclaimed  a truly  Salomonic 
decision,  awarding  the  dealer  $50  for  ment  ’ 
anguish  and  Allen  Funt  the  coin  in  questio. 
with  the  admonition  'to  go  and  sin  no  more! 
Well,  this  is  it,  my  Friends.  And  if  you 
want  some  more  of  the  same  - ask  for  it. 
Incidentally,  I would  like  to  syndicate  my 
column.  Know  of  someone  who  is  interested? 
Write  to  me  c/o  NLG. 

* * * * 

MEMBER  ACTIVITIES 

Clem  Bailey  left  the  staff  of  Krause 
Publications  and  has  moved  into  the  world 
of  free  lance  writing.  Clem  is  still  doing 
columns  for  the  Iola  Publications  but  a 
sample  of  his  work  can  also  be  found  in  the 
April  COINage. 

Joel  Malter  and  Wiley  Westerfield  are 
continuing  to  help  the  numismatic  writing 
world  with  their  sales  of  publications. 

Mary  Jane  Hook  retired  from  full  time 
numismatic  work  to  live  the  happy  life  of 
a housewife  but  she  will  do  some  free  lance 
numismatic  writing.  Russ  Rulau  lost  a full 
time  aide  but  he  gained  a free  lance  source. 

Leon  Lindheim  had  major  surgery  but  alll 
"came  out"  well  and  in  honor  of  the  success- 
ful recovery,  Leon  donated  a very  welcome 
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fifty  dollars  to  our  treasury.  We  can  use 
the  cash,  Leon,  and  thanks.  Hope  you  are 
in  the  BEST  of  health. 

Gunter  Kienast  is  becoming  a semi-pro 
photographer  so  all  you  photo  contest  en- 
trants watch  out.  By  the  way,  it  is  time 
for  someone  to  volunteer  to  handle  the 
photo  show  at  our  Washington  meeting.  Will 
YOU  see  that  posters  are  made,  prospec- 
tive contestants  are  contacted  and  prizes 
ordered? 

Gordon  Greene  "borrowed"  the  Clemy 
Golden  Typewriter  Award  from  temporary 
owner,  Lee  Martin,  and  converted  it  into  a 
magnificent  show  piece.  If  possible,  we 
will  display  it  all  through  the  convention. 
It  is  covered  with  a plastic  hood,  regilded 
and  has  the  names  of  the  three  owners  (Clem 
Bailey  - 1968,  Ed  Rochette  - 1969,  and  Lee 
Martin  - 1970).  It  also  has  a plaque  in- 
dicating "CLEMY  AWARD  - Presented  annually 
by  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  for  num- 
ismatic writing  ability,  sense  of  humor 
and  dedication  to  the  hobby." 

Dick  Yeoman  may  have  returned  by  now 
from  an  African  safari.  I understand  the 
next  Redbook  will  have  lion  skin  covers. 

Or  am  I lion? 

Richard  Trowbridge  donated  a manuscript 
to  the  N.L.G.  Library.  (We  have  his  per- 
mission to  auction  it  but  this  manner  of 
raising  money  fell  flat  on  its  face  so  we 
will  keep  it  for  future  numismatists  to 
study  and  treasure.)  Any  members  who  wish 
to  donate  autographed  books  or  manuscripts 
will  receive  a very  strong  N.L.G.  nod  of 
approval.  Wish  it  could  be  cash  but  we  are 
still  in  our  formative  years. 

* * * * 

MEET  YOUR  NEW  MEMBERS 

A few  of  the  member  applicants  were  auto- 
matically eligible  or  have  had  applications 
approved  prior  to  the  embargo. 

Walter  Breen  . . . Walter  is  one  of  the 
numismatic  writing  deans  and  has  been  re- 
presented in  the  Numismatist,  Numismatic 
Scrapbook,  Coins  and  Coin  World  plus  having 
written  numerous  monographs  and  co-authored 
Penny  Whimsey  and  had  writing  triumphs  too 
numerous  to  list.  He  currently  writes  a 
coin  column  for  Coins  Magazine.  His  non- 
numismatic  work  is  fascinating.  Walter  is 


editor  of  Sybil  Leek's  Astrology  Journal. 

Barbara  Lyon  ...  is  a coin  columnist 
who  is  regularly  seen  in  seventeen  news- 
papers. Barbara  heads  the  Numismatic  In- 
formation Service  and  has  been  seen  (her 
writings)  in  Coin  World.  Her  non-numisma- 
tic  livlihood  is  in  the  secretarial  field. 
(At  last,  a professional  secretary  enters 
N.L.G.  . . . now  if  we  can  persuade  her 
to  . . . but  lets  wait  until  she  has  been 
a member  for  awhile  and  has  time  to  get 
the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  spirit.  In- 
cidentally, Barbara's  columns  are  printed 
in  thirteen  states  AND  Canada. 

Among  the  applicants  for  N.L.G.  member- 
ship who  appear  to  be  automatically  eligi- 
ble are  Ed  Neuce  of  Coin  World,  David  Gans , 
columnist  for  Numismatic  News  and  Sylvia 
Hafner  who  has  been  represented  in  many 
publications  as  a free  lance  but  also  has 
a major  book  to  her  credit.  Oscar  Dodson 
is  a curator  and  a prominent  numismatic 
writer  and  Larry  Ruehlen  is  acting  curator 
of  the  National  Bank  of  Detroit  Money 
Museum.  This  group  is  NOT  currently  listed 
in  the  membership  roster  but  barring  an  un- 
expected decision  by  a director,  we  antici- 
pate seeing  their  applications  in  the  N.L.G. 
file  by  next  newsletter  time. 

* * * * 

MONEY 

The  year  just  started  and  I’ve  already  saved  $8,000.  My 
daughter  was  jilted. 

Well  here  it  is  April — when  everybody’s  concerned  about 
money.  You  know  what  money  is — the  stuff  that  things 
run  into  and  people  run  out  of. 

My  wife  and  I have  the  greatest  gimmick  in  the  world  for 
saving  money — a budget.  Every  night  we  work  on  it  and 
by  the  time  we  get  it  balanced — it’s  too  late  to  go 
anywhere. 

For  those  of  you  interested  in  reducing  your  bills,  it’s 
simple.  Put  them  on  microfilm. 

They  say  money  isn’t  everything.  That’s  true — but  look 
how  many  things  it  is. 

Money  can’t  buy  friends  but  it  sure  can  rent  them. 

Is  this  boy  making  money?  Yesterday  he  wasn’t  feeling  so 
good — this  morning  comes  a get-well  card  from  the  In- 
ternal Revenue  Service. 

Friend,  there’s  an  old  saying:  If  you  want  to  know  what 
God  thinks  of  money — look  at  the  people  He  gives  it  to. 
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A COLUMNISTS  REWARD 

One  of  the  intangible  rewards  received 
by  coin  columnists  is  correspondence  from 
readers  who  become  more  than  a name.  One 
reader  sent  the  following  original  poem 
and  it  echos  a lot  of  the  writer's  feel- 
ings. From  Miss  Melissa  Clark  we  have  the 
following : 


I would  I were  beneath  a tree, 
A-sleeping  in  the  shade, 

With  all  the  bills  I've  got  to  pay 

Paid. 

I would  I were  on  yonder  hill, 

A-basking  in  the  sun 

With  all  the  work  I've  to  do 

Done . 

I would  I were  beside  the  sea. 

Or  sailing  in  a boat 

With  all  the  things  I've  got  to  write 

Wrote . 

* * * * 


Did  you  hear  the  one  about  the  doctor  who  got  a frantic 
call  from  a housewife:  “Doctor!  You’ve  got  to  come  over 
immediately!  It’s  my  husband!  When  he  got  up  this  morn- 
ing, he  took  his  vitamin  pill,  his  ulcer  pill,  his  tranquilizer 
pill,  his  antihistamine  pill,  his  appetite  depressant  pill,  and 
added  just  a little  dash  of  benzedrine — then  he  lit  a 
cigarette  and  there  was  this  tremendous  explosion!” 

Americans  are  people  who  insist  on  living  in  the 
present — tense. 


BRITISH  COMMONWEALTH  COINS 
A New  Release  

One  book  with  values  for  160  countries 
and  featuring  7 basic  coin  grades  is  an  am- 
bitious undertaking.  The  568  pages  of 
BRITISH  COMMONWEALTH  COINS  by  Jerome  Re- 
mi  ck,  N.L.G.,  Somer  James,  N.L.G.,  Anthony 
Doyle  and  Patrick  Finn  is  the  obvious  cul- 
mination of  dedicated  effort.  Every  coin 
collector  and  certainly  every  coin  colum- 
nist will  find  this  pricing  guide  an  abso- 
lute necessity. 

Using  the  term  "Price  List"  is  somewhat 
of  an  injustice  for  many  pages  of  vital  in- 
formation are  included.  The  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  is  mentioned  in  their  or- 
ganizational listing.  Howard  Linecar, 
N.L.G.,  has  added  a historical  note  about 
the  British  Empire  and  Commonwealth.  Ray 
Byrne,  N.L.G.,  and  Maurice  Gould,  N.L.G., 
contributed  to  the  success  of  this  vital 
reference  book.  Byrne  added  the  histori- 
cal section  date  listing  and  pricing  of  all 
counterstamped  coins  and  Maurice  used  his 
expertise  on  U.  S.  Colonial  Coins.  Melvin 
Fuld , N.L.G.,  listed  Great  Britain  Minia- 
tures. Richard  Long,  N.L.G.,  priced  An- 
guila  counterstamped  coins.  Other  Guild 
members  who  received  credit  for  helpful 
suggestions  are  Richard  Bickel,  Robert 
Harris,  and  Derek  Young.  The  roster  of 
famous  numismatists  is  significant  and 
they  all  add  up  to  a superb  publication 
that  will  be  useful  whether  the  coin  prices 
change  or  not.  A highly  recommended  book'. 

This  is  the  completely  revised  third 
edition  and  may  be  ordered  from  Regency 
Coin  & Stamp  Co.,  Lindsay  Bldg.,  228  Notre 
Dame,  Winnipeg,  2,  Man.  Canada.  Price 
is  $12.50. 

* * * * 

Numismatic  Literary  Guild 

P.  0.  Box  10039 
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Treasurer:  Gordon  Greene 
Newsletter  Editor:  Lee  Martin 
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members  and  devoted  to  the  betterment  of 
numismatic  writing. 


HOW  TO  OPEN  AN  ARTICLE 

Summary  Opening.  In  this  case  the  main  ideas 
in  the  article  are  summed  up  at  the  very  begin- 
ning. Or,  if  the  article  has  a single  principal 
j-  t to  make,  it  may  be  stated  forcefully  at  the 
Ou.set.  In  a feature  article  about  education,  the 
summary  opening  might  be  something  like  this: 
“America  s future  engineers  may  one  day  regret 
that  their  college  studies  don’t  include  litera- 
ture.” 

Shock  Opening.  To  make  a reader  sit  up  and 
take  notice,  the  writer  may  open  up  immedi- 
ately with  a startling  statement.  Sometimes  it 
may  be  exaggerated  for  effect.  For  example: 
“The  nation’s  future  engineers  will  be  literary 
ignoramuses.” 

Mood  Opening.  Through  the  use  of  words 

which  may  heighten  the  reader’s  emotional  in- 
terest in  the  subject,  the  writer  in  this  case  sets 

the  stage  for  his  factual  material.  “Lights  shine 

out  in  thousands  of  college  dormitory  windows 

throughout  the  nation.  The  ‘midnight  oil’  bums 

while  engineering  students  ponder  on  abstract 

problems  in  mathematics.  Meanwhile  the  works 

of  the  great  poets  and  philosophers  he  dusty  in 

tire  library  stacks.” 

Delayed  Opening.  In  this  case  the  writer 
backs  the  reader  gently  into  the  main  idea  of 
’’  -*  article,  following  the  inductive  path  of  the 
^ articular  to  the  general.  “The  most  brilliant 
mathematical  minds  of  the  country  have  entered 
the  classrooms  to  help  young  men  achieve  en- 
gineering degrees.  Each  year  thousands  of  stu-  H 
dents  are  being  prepared  for  professional  careers. 
But  although  they  may  be  highly-trained  special- 
ists in  their  own  fields,  they  are  likely  to  be 
literary  illiterates.” 

Anecdotal  Opening.  Perhaps  the  most  popular 
of  all,  the  anecdotal  opening  is  a brief  (and  usu- 
ally true)  story  which  leads  the  reader  directly 
to  the  body  of  the  article.  “In  the  ten  years  since 
he  left  engineering  school,  Dr.  Amos  K.  Lack- 
lander  has  risen  to  become  one  of  the  nation  s 
top  research  engineers.  But  last  week  he  turned 
up  back  at  his  alma  mater.  Asked  why  he  was  en- 
rolling for  an  adult  studies  course  in  compara- 
tive literature,  he  replied,  ‘I  want  to  learn  how 
to  read.  I missed  this  part  of  my  education  the 
first  time  around.’  ” 


Favyef-  To 
V o T«, 


e_ 

C.o/o 

v//«  — 4p*-l  i 

Thvnji\  ■*.«/. 


SHt.  If 


When  Experts  Fall  Out — I 

The  new  American  Heritage  Dictionary  of  the  English 
Language  may  be  the  first  dictionary  in  history  that  was 
intended  as  an  antidote  to  another  one,  namely,  the  Third 
Edition  of  Webster’s  New  International,  published  in 
1960.  That  book  made  many  people  unhappy  and  some 
furious  because  it  accepted  as  standard  certain  usages 
that  had  been  and  still  are  widely  criticized. 

Some  examples:  like  used  as  a conjunction  (“Winstons 
taste  good,  like”  etc.) ; due  to  as  a preposition  (“due  to 
a cold,  he  stayed  home”) ; unique  as  something  less  than 
absolute  (“the  most  unique  experience  he  ever  had”) ; 
ain’t  as  standard  for  am  not,  are  not,  and  is  not  in  speech. 
There  were  many  more. 

Quite  likely  the  person  who  was  unhappiest  of  all  about 
the  revised  Webster,  or  at  least  the  one  who  reacted  most 
dramatically,  was  James  Parton,  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can Heritage  Publishing  Co.  Mr.  Parton  unsuccessfully 
attempted  to  buy  Merriam- Webster,  the  publisher  of 
Webster  III,  so  that  he  might  point  its  lexicography  in 
what  he  considered  the  right  direction,  that  is,  away  from 
“permissiveness”  and  toward  a more  prescriptive  ap- 
proach. 

But  he  lost  out  to  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica.  The  up- 
shot was  that  American  Heritage  joined  forces  with 
Houghton  Mifflin  to  produce  the  American  Heritage  Dic- 
tionary. To  decide  questions  like  the  ones  that  got  Webster 
III  into  so  much  trouble,  a Usage  Panel  of  about  100 
writers,  editors,  teachers  and  other  presumed  experts 
was  formed  to  make  judgments  on  disputed  points. 

Their  verdicts  are  recorded  by  percentages  in  usage 
notes.  For  example,  97  per  cent  of  the  panel  favored  ac- 
cepting the  new  term  dropout.  The  panel  divided  about 
50-50,  however,  on  the  split  infinitive — if  it  is  not  too 
clumsily  split — and  on  fault  as  a verb  (“his  judgment 
cannot  be  faulted”).  Contact  as  a verb  was  rejected  by 
66  per  cent.  And  so  the  percentages  vary  widely,  through- 
out the  800  or  so  usage  notes,  as  the  experts,  like  thieves, 
fell  out. 

This  arrangement,  however,  does  put  the  user  of  the 
American  Heritage  Dictionary  on  guard  as  to  the  ac- 
ceptability of  disputed  usages,  and  also  shows  him  where 
the  weight  of  the  panel’s  opinion  lies.  And  it  still  leaves 
him  free  to  knowingly  accept  the  minority  opinion  on 
any  point,  if  he  prefers.  Experience  shows  that  what  the 
user  of  a dictionary  wants  is  guidance  in  these  matters, 
and  that  he  feels  misled  and  even  cheated  if,  on  a point 
he  knows  or  later  discovers  to  be  disputed,  the  dictionary 
fails  at  least  to  indicate  the  fact. 

Even  so,  the  opinions  of  this  board  of  so-called  experts 
settle  nothing  finally,  and  they  are  the  more  unsatisfactory 
when  the  division  is,  say,  55-45  or  even  65-35.  Further- 
more, a board  composed  of  people  who  may  be  skillful 
writers  but  are  not  experts  in  lexicography  or  usage  is 
of  limited  value.  Such  people  are  often  extremely  dog- 
matic and  resistant  to  change.  A good  deal  of  silly  emo- 
tionalism was  evident  in  the  comments  (not  included  in 
the  dictionary,  usually  ( of  some  of  these  experts  when 
confronted  with  usages  they  objected  to,  but  which  many 
of  their  fellow  experts  found  perfectly  acceptable. 

The  definitions  in  the  American  Heritage  Dictionary'  are 
succinct  and  lucid.  Among  the  innovations  in  this  book 
is  the  use  of  photographic  illustrations,  which  are  placed 
in  wide  outer  margins  left  for  this  purpose.  All  the  pic- 
tures, including  many  maps,  are  sharp  and  clear.  The 
typography  is  attractive,  and  the  system  for  indicating 
pronunciation  is  readily  gx-asped.  Webster  is  too  technical 
in  this  respect,  using  a system  that  suits  the  needs  of 
the  linguist  but  is  too  difficult  for  the  layman. 


It  might  be  noted  at  this  point  that  some  mag-  far  /V-LG.  PA«rr 
azine  articles  are  built  on  a series  of  anecdotes  T/c*rr,..Wiu.  V«u?. 
loosely  strung  together.  The  central  theme  of  the 
ory  acts  as  the  thread.  For  example,  in  writing 
of  a new  medical  discovery,  the  writer  may  de- 
scribe in  anecdotal  form  the  separate  events 
which  led  up  to  the  discovery. 

Another  point  to  note  in  reading  the  openings 
of  articles  is  that  the  writer  usually  sets  the  tone 
for  the  entire  piece  with  his  first  words. 


HOW  TO  BE  A SUCCESS 

When  in  charge....  Delegate 

When  in  doubt  Mumble 
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Use  pencils  with  erasers  on 
both  ends. 
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THE  COIN  EXCHANGE 
POST  OFFICE  BOX  So 
GREEN  BELT,  MARYLAND  20770 


\ Enjoy  the  Wonderful  World  of  Medallic  Art . 


Presented  in 
Presidential 
Art’s 


Big,  New 
Colorful 
Catalog! 


‘ART  MEDALS  ARE  FOREVER!” 


Many  illustrations  in  Full  Color  ■ Informative  Descriptions  of  Presidential  Art's 
many  popular  series  and  special  issues  ■ Illustrated  story:  "The  Making  of  a 
j Medal”  ■ Complete  accessory  line  B Price  list  of  all  medals  that  are  available. 

1 To  receive  your  copy  ol  CATALOG  please  send  50*  — which  will  be  refunded 
with  your  first  order! 


PRESIDENTIAL  ART  MEDALS,  INC. 

300  West  National  Road  - Vandalia,  Ohio  45377 


standard  books  for 
coin  collectors 


West  Indies  & Caribbean  Island 
Coins,  Tokens  and  counterstamped 
issues  of  Spanish,  French,  Bri- 
tish, Dutch,  Danish  <t  United 
States, 

RESEARCH  HISTORIAN 

(LIFE  FELLOW , ROYAL  NUM.  SOC.) 

N. L.G. ,C.N.A. , T.A.M.S.  A.N.S. 

O. I.N. ,A.V.A. ,F.R.N.S.  Life 

Member  A.N.A. 

RAY  BYRNE 

701  NO.  NCQLEY  AVE 
PITTSBURGH.  PENNA.  15206 
1412)  441-0730 


GOLD  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD 

By  Robert  FRIEDBERG,  revised  by  Jack  FRIEDBERG 

PAPER  MONEY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

By  Robert  FRIEDBERG,  revised  by  Jack  FRIEDBERG 

AMERICA’S  FOREIGN  COINS 

By  Oscar  G.  SCHILKE  and  Raphael  E.  SOLOMON 

SO-CALLED  DOLLARS 

By  Harold  E.  HIBLER  and  Charles  V.  KAPPEN 

COINS  OF  THE  BRITISH  WORLD 

By  Robert  FRIEDBERG 

APPRAISING  AND  SELLING  YOUR  COINS 

By  Robert  FRIEDBERG,  edited  by  Jack  FRIEDBERG 

Published  by 

Coin  and  Cnrreney  Institute 

393  Seventh  Ave..  New  York.  N.  Y.  10001 


Keeping  knowledgeable  collectors  knowl- 
edgeable Is  our  job.  We  do  It  through 
continually  updating  the  authoritative 
references  you  know  as  the  "Red  Book", 
"Blue  Book",  "Current  Coins  of  the 
World"  and  others.  All  from  the  world 
of  Whitman  ...  a wonderful  way  for 
you  to  keep  pace. 


Whitman  Hobby  Products  from 

WESTERN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  INC. 

Racine  Wisconsin  53404 


99  Company  Is  proud  to  Join 
the  happy  family  of  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  advertisers. 


Our  organization  is  the  founder 
of  the  " Certified  Coin”  context. 
Each  new  coin  issue  is  wedded  to 
a stamp  of  compatible  interest  ’ 
and  then  placed  into  an  envelope 
with  a die  cut  symbol.  The  entire 
unit  is  then  postmarked  and  a 
time-date  certification  is  born. 
We  will  be  happy  to  forward  added 
data  for  your  columns. 
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Company/ P.O.  Box  99, 
San  Clemente,  California  92672 


Discover  The  Art  of  Minting  at  The  Franklin  Mint 


A Special  Invitation  to  See  Our  New  Home 

Here  at  the  world’s  largest  and  foremost  private  Mint, 
the  finest  proof  coins  and  medals  are  produced.  How 
we  do  it  makes  for  a fascinating  guided  tour  — fun 
for  you,  your  children,  your  group. 

Our  new  $10  million  plant  includes  a 600-foot- 
long  glass  enclosed  visitor’s  gallery  which  allows  you 
to  actually  see  the  many  exciting  steps  involved  in 
the  art  of  minting.  You’ll  view  the  most  modern  and 
only  silver  bullion  continuous  casting  installation  of 
its  kind  in  a mint. 

Part  of  your  tour  will  include  seeing  the  actual 
coining  process  . . . the  proof  coining  room  - a room 
so  clean  even  the  entire  150,000  cubic  feet  of  air  is 
changed  and  purified  every  90  seconds  . . . and  an 
intriguing  exhibit  of  how  a coin  is  made  - from  the 
original  idea  to  the  finished  product. 

You  will  have  the  opportunity  to  view  a full-color 


movie  (it  was  an  award  winner  at  the  International 
Film  and  TV  Festival  of  New  York)  that  vividly  por- 
trays the  exciting  history  of  coining  . . . what  a proof 
finish  is,  how  it  is  achieved  and  why  it  is  so  desirable 
. . . why  coins  and  medals  become  valuable  . . . and 
many  other  fascinating  facts  about  the  art  of  minting. 

Our  Gift  Shop,  the  last  stop  on  your  tour,  has 
lots  of  unusual  and  delightful  items,  and  you  are 
welcome  to  browse. 

Tours  are  conducted  by  advance  reservation  only, 
Monday  through  Friday,  between  the  hours  of  9 a.m. 
and  4 p.m.  Reservations  may  be  made  by  writing  to 
The  Franklin  Mint,  Public  Relations  Department,  or 
by  calling  2 1 5-459-6 1 68. 

THE  FRANKLIN  MINT 

U.S.  ROUTE  l (south  of  Media) 

Franklin  Center,  Pennsylvania  19063 
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P' ease  return  Please  return  to  Numismatic  Literary  Guild 

before. April  15*  1971  P.0.  Box  10039. 

Santa  Ana,  Ca.  92711 

NOMINATION  LIST  FOR  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


Please  vote  for  five.  When  company  policy  forbids  holding  office  or  two  terms  have  been 
served , ''ineligible  'has  been  placed  beside  name. MEMBERS  HAVE  NOT  BEEN  POLLED  AND  SOME  MAY 

NOT  ACCEPT  NOMINATION. 


Carl  Allenbaugh 
Clement  Bailey 
John  Baker 
Tom  Becker 
R.  C.  Bell 
Jim  Betton 
Richard  Bickel 
Nelson  Boltz 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Walter  Breen 
Kenneth  Bressett 
Vernon  Brown 
Ray  Byrne 

Elvira  Clain-Stef anelli 

Vladimir  Clain-Stefanelli 

James  Charlton 

John  McKay  Clements 

Courtney  Coffing 

Mary  Comstock 

Virginia  Culver 

James  Curto 

Dottie  Dow 

John  Dunn 

Jack  Friedberg 

George  Fuld 

Melvin  Fuld 

Soterios  Gardiakos 

Larry  Gingras 

Nathan  Goldstein 

Maurice  Gould  - Ineligible 

Gordon  Greene  

Henry  Gruftthal  

Thomas  Haney  

Robert  Harris  

Lee  Hewitt  

Mary  Jane  Hook  

Charles  Hoskins  

Barbara  Hyde  

Richard  Hyde  

Somer  James  

Cale  Jarvis  

F.  C.  Jewitt  

James  Johnson  

Wayne  Johnson  

Justin  Juback 


Gunter  Kienast  

Abe  Kosoff  

Ernst  Kraus  

Chet  Krause  - Ineligible 

Leon  Lindheim  

Howard  Linecar  

Richard  Long  

Barbara  Lyon  

Joel  Malter 

Ray  Manville  

Arnold  Margolis  

Lee  Martin  - Ineligible 

Nevill  Maunsell  

James  Miller  

Cliff  Mishler 

F.  K.  Mitchell  

Barbara  Mueller  

Ed  McClung  

Eric  Newman  

Mendel  Peterson 

John  Queen  

Jerry  Remick  

Edward  Rochette  

George  Rony  

Russell  Rulau  -Ineligible 
Mar  go  Russell  ineligible 

Paul  Rynearson  

Dale  Seppa  

Neil  Shafer  

Arlie  Slabaugh  

Glenn  Smedley  

Fay  Smith  

Victor  Snell  

Hank  Spangenberger  

Leonard  Stark  

Richard  Trowbridge  

Mathew  Van  Der  Voort  

Holland  Wallace  

Paul  Weis  

Ted  Weissbuch  

Wiley  Westerfield  

Robert  Wolenik  

Richard  Yeoman  Ineligible 
Derek  Young  


